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NANKI.

PPooH.

NANKI.

PooHn.

PisH.

PPooH.

PisH.

PooHx.

Enter Poon-BaH.

Ko-Ko, the cheap tailor, Lord High Executioner of Titipu! Why, that’s the highest
rank a citizen can attain!

It is! Our logical Mikado, seeing no moral difference between the dignified judge
who condemns a criminal to die, and the industrious mechanic who carries out the
sentence, has rolled the two offices into one, and every judge is now his own
executioner.

But how good of you (for I see that you are a nobleman of the highest rank) to
condescend to tell all this to me, a mere strolling minstrel!

Don’t mention it. I am, in point of fact, a particularly haughty and exclusive
person, of pre-Adamite ancestral descent. You will understand this when I tell you
that I can trace my ancestry back to a protoplasmal primordial atomic globule.
Consequently, my family pride is something inconceivable. I can’t help it. I was
born sneering. But I struggle hard to overcome this defect. I mortify my pride
continually. When all the great officers of State resigned in a body because they
were too proud to serve under an ex-tailor, did I not unhesitatingly accept all their
posts at once?

And the salaries attached to them? You did!

It is consequently my degrading duty to serve this upstart as First Lord of the
Treasury, Lord Chief Justice, Commander-in-Chief, Lord High Admiral, Master of
the Buckhounds, Groom of the Back Stairs, Archbishop of Titipu, and LLord Mayor,
both acting and elect, all rolled into one. And at a salary! A Pooh-Bah paid for his
services! I a salaried minion! ButI do it! It revolts me, but I do it.

And it does you credit.

But I don’t stop at that. I go and dine with middle-class people on reasonable
terms. I dance at cheap suburban parties for a moderate fee. I accept refreshment
at any hands, however lowly. I also retail State secrets at a very low figure. For
instance, any further information about Yum-Yum would come under the head of a
State secret. (NaANki-Poo rakes the hint, and gives him money.) (Aside.) Another
insult, and, I think, a light one!
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No. 4a — RECITATIVE (Nanki-Poo and Pooh-Bah).
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No. 5 — CHORUS WITH SOLO (Ko-Ko).
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Enter Ko-Ko, attended.
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Gentlemen, I’'m much touched by this reception. I can only trust that by strict

Ko.

If T should ever be called upon to act professionally, I am

attention to duty I shall ensure a continuance of those favours which it will ever be

my study to deserve.
happy to think that there will be no difficulty in finding plenty of people whose loss

will be a distinct gain to society at large.

Allegretto grazioso.

No. 5a — SONG (Ko-Ko, with Chorus of Men).
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Exeunt CHORUS.
Enter Poou-BaH.

Ko. Pooh-Bah, it seems that the festivities in connection with my approaching
marriage must last a week. I should like to do it handsomely, and I want to
consult you as to the amount I ought to spend upon them.

Poon. Certainly. In which of my capacities? As First Lord of the Treasury, Lord
Chamberlain, Attorney-General, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Privy Purse, or
Private Secretary?

Ko. Suppose we say as Private Secretary.

Poomn. Speaking as you Private Secretary, I should say that, as the city will have to pay for
it, don’t stint yourself, do it well.

Ko. Exactly — as the city will have to pay for it. That is your advice.

Poomn. As Private Secretary. Of course, you will understand that, as Chancellor of the
Exchequer, I am bound to see that due economy is observed.

Ko. Oh! But you said just now “Don’t stint yourself, do it well.”
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Poon. As Private Secretary.
Ko. And now you say that due economy must be observed.
Poon. As Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Ko. I see. Come over here, where the Chancellor can’t hear us. (They cross the stage.)
Now, as my Solicitor, how do you advise me to deal with this difficulty?

Poon. Oh, as your Solicitor, I should have no hesitation in saying “Chance it—”
Ko. Thank you. (Shaking his hand.) 1 will.

Poon. If it were not that, as Lord Chief Justice, I am bound to see that the law isn’t
violated.

Ko. I see. Come over here where the Chief Justice can’t hear us. (They cross the stage.)
Now, then, as First Lord of the Treasury?

Poon. Of course, as First Lord of the Treasury, I could propose a special vote that would
cover all expenses, if it were not that, as Leader of the Opposition, it would be my
duty to resist it, tooth and nail. Or, as Paymaster-General, I could so cook the
accounts that, as Lord High Auditor, I should never discover the fraud. But then,
as Archbishop of Titipu, it would be my duty to denounce my dishonesty and give
myself into my own custody as First Commissioner of Police.

Ko. That’s extremely awkward.

Poon. I don’t say that all these distinguished people couldn’t be squared; but it is right to
tell you that they wouldn’t be sufficiently degraded in their own estimation unless
they were insulted with a very considerable bribe.

Ko. The matter shall have my careful consideration. But my bride and her sisters

approach, and any little compliment on your part, such as an abject grovel in a
characteristic Japanese attitude, would be esteemed a favour.

Exeunt together.
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